Neurologic Examination

Assessment of the 12 cranial nerves
	Number
	Name
	Type
	Key Function
	Test

	I
	Olfactory
	Sensory
	Smell
	Present a noxious odor or food 

	II
	Optic
	Sensory
	Vision
	Menace response or “tracking”

	III
	Oculomotor
	Motor
	Eye movement, pupil size, focusing lens
	Observe pupil size; papillary light reflex; check for normal physiologic nystagmus

	IV
	Trochlear
	Motor
	Eye movement
	Observe eye position at rest; test for normal physiologic nystagmus

	V
	Trigeminal
	Sensory, motor
	Sensations from the head, face, cornea, mucosa of the nose and oral cavity; motor to the muscles of mastication
	Corneal reflex; palpebral reflex; touch the nasal mucosa; pinch the lips check for muscle atrophy of the temporalis and masseter

	VI
	Abducent
	Motor
	Eye movement
	Corneal reflex; palpebral

	VII
	Facial
	Sensory, motor
	Motor to the face and scalp; sensory to the tongue, inner surface of the pinnae
	Palpebral reflex; corneal reflex; menace response; pinching of the face

	VIII
	Vestibulocochlear
	Sensory
	Balance, hearing
	Observe for nystagmus when animal is in lateral recumbency, then dorsal recumbency

	IX
	Glossopharyngeal
	Sensory, motor
	Tongue movement, swallowing, salivation, taste
	Open the mouth, insert a finger and touch the pharynx to induce a gag reflex


	X
	Vagus
	Sensory, motor
	Sensory from the GI tract and respiratory tree; motor to the larynx, pharynx, abdominal and thoracic organs
	Same as above

	XI
	Accessory
	Motor
	Head movement
	Palpate entire head and neck checking for symmetry and muscle atrophy

	XII
	Hypoglossal
	Motor
	Tongue movement
	Inspection of the tongue for atrophy, asymmetry, deviation to one side


